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Status 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



2. Claims 5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Maissel et al. (US 2003/0088872 A1). 



Regarding claim 5, Maissel teaches an information-receiving device (headend 15) 
connected to a communication terminal device (other users) by predetermined 
communication means (figure 10B and par. 0294), the information receiving device 
comprising: 

program guide information storing means (intelligent agent 330) for storing beforehand 
program guide information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by 
predetermined program supplying means (see figure 8A and paragraph 0218); 
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preference information storing means (profile storing unit 370) for correlating preference 
information indicating the preferences of user using the communication terminal device 
(other users) with identification information appropriated to the communication terminal 
device (programs can be transmitted directly to user addresses (par. 0294), and storing 
the preference information beforehand (see figure 8A and par. 0244); Maissel also 
discloses television viewing information may be transmitted to the headend 15 via one 
of the telephone network and the LAN 85 or by radio frequency transmitter 101 (par. 
0277 and figure 10B). The intelligent agent is operative to customize the program 
schedule information received from the receiving unit 120 in accordance with one of 
more viewer preference profiles belonging to one or more viewers and to output a 
program guide comprising the customized program schedule information to the display 
apparatus for display (see paragraph 01 84+). Clearly, providing device comprises: 
receiving means for receiving identification information transmitted from a remote 
commander (apparatus 10 transmits uplink information via transmitter 101 or telephone 
network); searching means for reading from the preference information storing means 
the preference information; searching programs matching the preferences of the user 
from the program guide information based on the read preference information, and 
generating searched program guide information (customized program guide 
information) comprising the searched programs; and transmitting means for transmitting 
the searched program guide information to the remote commander (apparatus 10) ; and 
a remote commander having first transmitting/receiving means (transmitter 101 /receiver 
40- figure 10B) for directly exchange information between the receiving means and the 
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transmitting means, and second transmitting/receiving means (telephone network 80 or 
LAN 85) for exchanging information via the communication terminal device and the 
communicating means (figure 10 and par. 0294). 

Regarding claim 13, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device as claims in claim 5, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claim 5. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4, 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maissel et al. (US 2003/0088872 A1), and in view of Hendricks et al. (US 6,463,585). 

Regarding claim 1, Maissel teaches a program guide information providing device (head 
end 340) connected to a communication terminal device (interface 110) via 
predetermined communication means; the program guide information providing device 
comprising; 
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program guide information storing means (intelligent agent 330) for storing beforehand 
program guide information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by 
predetermined program supplying means (see figure 8A and paragraph 0218); 
preference information storing means (profile storing unit 370) for correlating preference 
information indicating the preferences of user using the communication terminal device, 
and storing the preference information beforehand (see figure 8A and par. 0244); 
Maissel further discloses the intelligent agent is operative to customize the program 
schedule information received from the receiving unit 120 in accordance with one of 
more viewer preference profiles belonging to one or more viewers and to output a 
program guide comprising the customized program schedule information to the display 
apparatus for display (see paragraph 01 84+). Clearly, the device comprises a searching 
means for reading from the preference information storing means the preference 
information; searching programs matching the preferences of the user from the program 
guide information based on the read preference information, and generating searched 
program guide information (customized program guide information) comprising the 
searched programs; and transmitting means for transmitting the searched program 
guide information to the communication terminal device. Maissel also discloses the 
intelligent agent 360 is operative to receive one or more viewer profiles associated with 
a particular site, such as site 380, and to prepare customized program schedule 
information intended for the particular site (paragraph 0244). However, Maissel does not 
specifically disclose storing identification information appropriate to the communication 
terminal device. 
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Hendricks teaches Viewer Profile database 314 includes a Set top ID file (see col. 66, 
line 16+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Maissel to use the teaching as taught by 
Hendricks in order to target program to predetermined terminal device. 

Regarding claim 2, Hendricks teaches receiving means (cable headend receiver 203) 
for receiving program supplied from program supplying means (see figure 20). 

Regarding claim 3, Maissel teaches a program guide information providing system 
comprising a communication terminal device (interface 110) and a program guide 
information providing device connected by a predetermined communication means; the 
program guide information providing device comprising: 

program guide information storing means (intelligent agent 330) for storing beforehand 
program guide information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by 
predetermined program supplying means (see figure 8A and paragraph 0218); 
preference information storing means (profile storing unit 370) for correlating preference 
information indicating the preferences of user using the communication terminal device, 
and storing the preference information beforehand (see figure 8A and par. 0244); 
Maissel also discloses television viewing information may be transmitted to the headend 
340 by a modem 375 (paragraph 0243+). The intelligent agent is operative to customize 
the program schedule information received from the receiving unit 120 in accordance 
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with one of more viewer preference profiles belonging to one or more viewers and to 
output a program guide comprising the customized program schedule information to the 
display apparatus for display (see paragraph 01 84+). The display information may 
comprise an alert to a user of the display apparatus (paragraph 0247+ and figure 8A). 
Clearly, providing device comprises: receiving means for receiving identification 
information (viewer information) transmitted from the communication terminal device 
(interface 110); searching means for reading from the preference information storing 
means the preference information corresponding to the identification information; 
searching programs matching the preferences of the user from the program guide 
information based on the read preference information, and generating searched 
program guide information (customized program guide information) comprising the 
searched programs; and transmitting means for transmitting the searched program 
guide information to the communication terminal device ; and the communication 
terminal device comprises: transmitting means (modem 375) for transmitting the guide 
information providing device (headend) the program identification information 
appropriated to the communication terminal device; receiving means (receive unit 120) 
for receiving the searched program guide information transmitted from the program 
guide providing device (headend); and notification means (alert 105 on the display 
apparatus 100) for notifying the user of received searched program guide information. 
Maissel also discloses the intelligent agent 360 is operative to receive one or more 
viewer profiles associated with a particular site, such as site 380, and to prepare 
customized program schedule information intended for the particular site (paragraph 
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0244). However, Maissel does not explicitly disclose identification information 
appropriated to the communication terminal device. 

Hendricks teaches Viewer Profile database 314 includes a Set top ID file (see col. 66, 
line 16+). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Maissel to use the teaching as taught by 
Hendricks in order to target program to predetermined terminal device. 

Regarding claim 4, Hendricks teaches receiving means (cable headend receiver 203) 
for receiving program supplied from program supplying means (see figure 20). 

Regarding claims 9-12, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device as claims in claims 1-4 respectively and are analyzed as 
discussed with respect to the rejection of claims 1-4. 

5. Claims 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maissel et al. (US 2003/0088872 A1 ), and in view of Ellis et al. (US 2003/0149988), 

Regarding claim 6, Maissel teaches an information receiving device as discussed in the 
rejection of claim 5. However, Maissel does not specifically disclose recording control 
means for recording to recording means programs specified by the communication 
terminal device from a plurality of programs supplied from the program supplied means. 
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Ellis teaches recording control means for recording to recording means (storage 15-see 
figures 2d, 4) programs specified by the communication terminal device from a plurality 
of programs supplied from the program supplied means (see par. 0013). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Maissel to use the teaching of Ellis in order to a allow multiple users to 
share programs stored as the server and reduce space at the terminal device. 

Regarding claim 14, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device as claims in claim 6, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claim 6. 

6. Claims 7 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maissel et al. (US 2003/0088872 A1) and in view of Darbee et al. (US 6.130.726). 

Regarding claim 7, Maissel teaches a operating system wherein a communication 
terminal device (remote control 111) and an information receiving device (head end 15) 
are connected via predetermined communication (figure 10B) wherein the information 
receiving device comprising: 

program guide information storing means (intelligent agent 330) for storing beforehand 
program guide information indicating the contents of programs to be supplied by 
predetermined program supplying means (see figure 8A and paragraph 0218); 
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preference information storing means (profile storing unit 370) for correlating preference 
information indicating the preferences of user using the communication terminal device 
(other users), and storing the preference information beforehand (see figure 8A and par. 
0244); Maissel also discloses television viewing information may be transmitted to the 
headend 15 via one of the telephone network and the LAN 85 or by radio frequency 
transmitter 101 (par. 0277 and figure 10B). The intelligent agent is operative to 
customize the program schedule information received from the receiving unit 120 in 
accordance with one of more viewer preference profiles belonging to one or more 
viewers and to output a program guide comprising the customized program schedule 
information to the display apparatus for display (see paragraph 01 84+). Clearly, 
providing device comprises: receiving means for receiving identification information 
transmitted from a remote commander (apparatus 10 transmits uplink information via 
transmitter 101 or telephone network); searching means for reading from the preference 
information storing means the preference information; searching programs matching the 
preferences of the user from the program guide information based on the read 
preference information, and generating searched program guide information 
(customized program guide information) comprising the searched programs; and 
transmitting means for transmitting the searched program guide information to the 
remote commander (apparatus 10) ; and a remote commander having first 
transmitting/receiving means (transmitter 101 /receiver 40- figure 1 0B) for directly 
exchange information between the receiving means and the transmitting means. 
Maissel further discloses each member of family of the user may select corresponding 



Application/Control Number: 09/627,725 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2611 

agent by using a different key on the remote control 111 or by using a different remote 
control (par. 0323). Inherently, the terminal device (remote control 111) comprises 
transmitting means for transmitting to the remote commander (apparatus 10) the 
identification information appropriate to the communication terminal device (remote 
command 111). However, Maissel fails to disclose apparatus 1 0 comprise a second 
transmitting means for exchanging information via remote control 1 1 1 and 
communicating means, the remote control 1 1 1 comprises: receiving means for receiving 
the searched program guide information transmitted from the apparatus 10, and 
notifying means for notifying the user of the received searched program guide 
information. 

Darbee discloses remote control that comprises transceiver 48 or (receiver 
34/transmitter 35) for receiving program guide from a set top box and transmits 
command to the set top box (see figure 2 and col. 3, line 31+). The received program 
guide information is displayed the received program guide on LCD 14 (see figures 2, 
5A). Thus, the remote commander (set top box) comprises a second transmitting means 
for transmitting program guide to the communication terminal device (remote control 10) 
and the communication terminal device comprises receiver 35 or transceiver 40 reads 
on the receiving means and the LCD 14 reads on the notification means. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Maissel to use the teaching as taught by Darbee in order to allow user 
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to search a program on the EPG without interrupting other viewers watching program on 
the screen of set top box. 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device as claims in claim 7, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claim 7. 

7. Claims 8 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maissel et al. (US 2003/0088872 A1), in view of Darbee et al. (US 6,130,726); and 
further in view of Ellis et al. (US 2003/0149988). 

Regarding claim 8, Maissel in view of Darbee teaches an information receiving device 
as discussed in the rejection of claim 7. However, neither Maissel nor Darbee 
specifically disclose recording control means for recording to recording means programs 
specified by the communication terminal device from a plurality of programs supplied 
from the program supplied means. 

Ellis teaches recording control means for recording to recording means (storage 15-see 
figures 2d, 4) programs specified by the communication terminal device from a plurality 
of programs supplied from the program supplied means (see par. 0013). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Maissel and Darbee to use the teaching of Ellis in order to a allow 
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multiple users to share programs stored as the server and reduce space at the terminal 
device. 

Regarding claim 16, the limitations of the method as claimed correspond to the 
limitations of the device as claims in claim 8, and are analyzed as discussed with 
respect to the rejection of claim 8. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Herz et al. (US 6,088,722) teaches system and method for scheduling broadcast of and 

access to video programs and other data using customer profiles. 

Sumita et al. (US 6,581,207) teaches information filtering system and method. 

Herz (US 6,407,779) teaches method and apparatus for an institute universal remote 

control system. 

Ismail et al. (US 6,614,987) teaches television program recording with user preference 
determination. 

Blahut et al. (US 5,663,756) teaches restricted access remote control unit. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this comnnunication or earlier comnnunications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son P Huynh whose telephone number is 703-305- 
1889. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30. 

10. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

1 1 . Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number 
is 703-306-0377. 



ANDREW FAILE 
SI iD':p\/i!^0RY PATENT EXAMI^ER 
, EChNULOGY CENTER 2600 




Son P. Huynh 
October 14, 2003 



